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Andrographis

Botany:

It is a herbaceous annual plant
commonly found in the tropical regions.

Active constituents:

Andrographolide, 14-deoxyandro
grapholide, 14-deoxy-11-o0xo0-
andrographolide, 14- deoxyll, 12-di
dehydro andro grapholide, andrographo
sterol, neoandrographolide, homoandro
grapholide, andrographone,
andrographane, andrographin,
andrographosterin, andrograpanin,
angrographoside, isoandrographolide
and bis andrographolide flavonoids.

Therapeutic properties:

It has antipyretic, antiinflammatory,
expectorant, depurative, sudorific,
digestive, stomachic, tonic, blood
purifier, anthelmintic, astringent,
febrifuge, antifungal, antityphoid,
hepatoprotective, antidiabetic,
cholinergic and cholagogue properties.

Uses:

e It is beneficial in treating
hyperdipsia, burning sensation,
wounds, ulcers, chronic fever,
malarial and intermittent fevers,
inflammations, cough, bronchitis,
skin diseases, leprosy, pruritis,

dyspepsia, flatulence, diarrhoea,
jaundice, cholera, and anaemia,
loss of appetite, dysentery and
haemorrhoids.

* Juice of entire plant with honey is
used against liver disorders in
children.

*  Decoction made of Kalmegh, vetiver
and cinnamon in equal proportion
can cure all fevers, cough and
common cold.

. For rheumatoid arthritis, fresh or
dried powder of this plant is used as
decoction.

Production technology

Climate:

Tropical rainfed condition with shade
and good drainage is suitable for
Kalmegh.

Soil:

It can be cultivated in almost all
moderate to less fertile soils.

Propagation:

Plant is propagated by seeds. Seed rate is
160 g/acre. Seed are germinated in
nursery and planted in the main fields
one month after germination.

Field preparation and planting:

Land is ploughed thoroughly and

planting is done during May- June.
Seedlings are transplanted in 30X15 cm
or 20X15 cm spacing (88,000-1, 33,000
seedlings/ acre).

Manuring:

Plants are cultivated organically with
FYM and Compost. In case of severe
nutrient deficiency; 20 kg N, 30 kg P,O,
and 20 kg K,0/acre can be applied.

Irrigation:

Irrigation is provided in the initial days.
Irrigation once in a week is required
during summer.

Weeding:

Regular weeding is required in every
month.

Pest and disease management:

No pest and disease problem prevails in
Kalmegh cultivation.

Harvest and post harvest
management:

Whole plant is harvested by cutting 10-
15 above the ground at the time of flower
initiation (90-100 days after planting),
shade dried and powdered.

Yield: 3.5-4 tdried herb / ha
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